IDEA ENFORCEMENT AND DISTRICT MONITORING CAMPAIGN

Parent Involvement in Self-Assessment and On-Site Monitoring  

· Did you know that every school year a designated list of public school districts conduct a self-assessment process and develop a self-improvement plan?

· Would you like to learn how this process can enhance the education of all students?

· Would you like to learn how parents and community members can have their voices heard?  

During this school year, over 100 school districts will undertake a self-assessment process to identify areas of strength in their education of students with disabilities as well as areas needing improvement. Districts undergoing self-assessment also develop a plan to enhance their compliance with State and federal special education laws. 

The New Jersey Department of Education administers this process on a statewide basis in accordance with State and federal requirements. The process calls for the active participation of parents and community members with their school district.

The Education Task Force of the New Jersey Council on Developmental Disabilities is offering a free fall seminar to educate parents on their vital role in their local school district’s Self-Assessment and Monitoring processes. This year, in addition to offering training to local groups, we are offering three regional full-day seminars.     

Here’s what participants in previous workshops had to stay about the training:

· “Now I have a better understanding of the process – I also have a new awareness of the flaws in the process.”
· “Since the training, I know that its OK to speak up and give my comments in my district, even if its something they are not doing right.”
· “I had no idea that these changes were taking place in my district.”
· “Now I feel more confident that I can participate in the area of curriculum.  I know that what I have to say is very important to many kids and parents.” 

Questions and Answers about the Local Self- Assessment and Monitoring Process 

Q:  What is the purpose of Self-Assessment and Monitoring?

A: The goal of Self-Assessment and Monitoring is to raise academic performance for all students in the State and to bring about greater accountability for the public education of students with disabilities.

Q: What role do parents have in local Self-Assessment and Monitoring?
A:  As part of Self-Assessment, each district must create a Steering Committee. The Steering Committee should represent all stakeholders and may include school professionals, parents and students.   As part of its self-assessment process, each district must obtain community input to accurately identify the district’s strengths, weaknesses and areas of concern.  The Steering Committee relies on the information it receives from the community in reviewing the Self-Assessment document.

The Monitoring process is a way for parents to track the progress of their school district's implementation of Corrective Action Plans and Improvement Plans in the years after the Self-Assessment process.  It also is a way for families to ensure that school districts address areas that need improvement and comply with IDEA and other special education laws.

Q: How are the results of the Self-Assessment Used?

A:  A district can use its written Self-Assessment report to develop corrective action plans that address areas needing improvement identified during the Self-Assessment process. The Self-Assessment document also allows a district to establish priorities, determine technical assistance needs, and plan ways to improve its compliance with special education laws. A well-crafted Self-Assessment document also serves as a mechanism for implementing changes and evaluating the impact of recommended changes on student outcomes.

Is your school district on this list?   

Join us for one of our free seminars on October 2nd, October 23rd, or November 12th or

schedule a free training at a location of your choice for a group of 10 or more participants.  

For more information contact Sue Gottesman at the New Jersey Council on Developmental Disabilities at 609-292-3325 or sue.gottesman@njddc.org
PART I

These districts are required to develop a Self-Assessment document by the end of the 2004-05 school year:

Atlantic County: Brigantine City, Galloway Community Charter School, Linwood City, Margate City, Northfield City, Oceanside Charter School, Ventnor City

Bergen County: Bergen County Vocational, Cliffside Park, Closter, East Rutherford, Englewood Cliffs, Fairview, Hasbrouck Heights, Haworth, Hillsdale, Ho-Ho-Kus, Lodi, Montvale, New Milford, Oradell, River Dell Regional High, River Edge, River Vale, Rochelle Park, Saddle River, Upper Saddle River, Waldwick, Wallington, Woodcliff Lake

Burlington County: Bass River Township, Hainesport Township, Mount Holly Township, North Hanover Township, Northern Burlington County Regional, Southampton Township

Camden County: Merchantville, Mount Ephraim Borough, Runnemede Borough, Somerdale Borough, Waterford Township

Essex County: Discovery Charter School, Essex Fells, Gray Charter School, Lady Liberty Academy Charter School, Maria L. Varisco-Rogers Charter School, North Caldwell, Together Everyone Achieves More Academy Charter School

Gloucester County: Gloucester County Vocational, Logan Township, National Park Borough, Wenonah, Westville, Woodbury Heights

Hudson County: Center for Responsible Economic & Technological Excellence Charter School, Gateway Charter School, Jersey City Community Charter School, Learning Community Charter School, Liberty Academy Charter School, Soaring Heights Charter School, University Academy Charter School

Hunterdon County: Alexandria Township, Clinton Town, Hampton Borough, Lambertville, Stockton Borough, West Amwell Township

Mercer County: International Charter School of Trenton, Princeton Charter School, Trenton Community Charter School, Washington Township

Monmouth County: Avon Borough, Brielle Borough, Eatontown, Fair Haven Borough, Jersey Shore Charter School, Monmouth County Vocational, Roosevelt Borough, Spring Lake Heights Borough, Upper Freehold Regional, Wall Township

Morris County: Boonton Township, Butler, Chester Township, Dover Town, East Hanover Township, Hanover Township, Harding Township, Kinnelon Borough, Lincoln Park Borough, Mendham Township, Morris County Vocational, Mount Arlington, Rockaway Township, School District of the Chathams, Washington Township

Ocean County: Bay Head, Beach Haven Borough, Island Heights, Ocean County Vocational

Passaic County: Great Falls Charter School, Hawthorne, North Haledon, Passaic County Vocational, Paterson Charter School for Science and Technology

Salem County: Lower Alloways Creek Township, Mannington Township, Salem County Vocational

Sussex County: Hamburg Borough, Kittatinny Regional, Lafayette Township, Ogdensburg Borough, Sandyston-Walpack Township, New Providence, Roselle Park, Union County Vocational, Winfield Township

Warren County: Greenwich Township, Harmony Township, Knowlton Township, North Warren Regional
PART II

Districts in the Monitoring Phase:

These districts completed the Self-Assessment process between 1999 and 2004 (schools marked with * participated in Department of Education monitoring only): 

Atlantic County: Atlantic City,* Buena Regional, Charter Technical High, Egg Harbor City, Egg Harbor Township, Estell Manor City, Folsom, Galloway Township, Hamilton Township, Hammonton Township, Linwood City, Mullica Township, Pleasantville, Port Republic, Somers Point, Ventnor City, Weymouth

Bergen County: Allendale, Alpine, Carlstadt, Carlstadt-East Rutherford Regional High School District, Cresskill, Englewood City, Englewood on the Palisades Charter, Fair Lawn, Franklin Lakes, Fort Lee, Garfield, Glen Rock, Hackensack, Harrington Park, Leonia, Little Ferry, Lyndhurst, Mahwah, Midland Park, Moonachie, North Arlington, Northern Valley Regional, Northvale, Norwood, Oakland, Old Tappan, Palisade Park, Paramus, Pascack Valley Regional High School District, Ramapo Indian Hills Regional High School District, Ramsey, Rutherford, Saddle Brook, Teaneck, Tenafly, Westwood Regional, Woodridge

Burlington County: Beverly City, Burlington City, Burlingon County Institute of Technology, Burlington Township, Chesterfield Township, Cinnaminson Township, Delanco, Easthampton Township, Edgewater Park Township, Evesham Township, Florence Township, Lenape Regional High School District, Lumberton, Mansfield Township, Maple Shade Township, Medford Lakes Borough, Medford Township, Mount Laurel Township, New Hanover Township, Palmyra, Pemberton Borough, Pemberton Township,* Shamong Township, Tabernacle Township, Westhampton Township, Willingboro Township, Washington Township, Woodland Township

Camden County: Barrington Borough, Black Horse Pike Regional, Brooklawn, Camden,* Camden Academy Charter High, Camden County Technical, Cherry Hill,* Gloucester City, Gloucester Township, Haddonfield Borough, Laurel Springs, Lawnside Borough, LEAP Academy University Charter, Magnolia Borough, Pennsauken, Sterling High School District, Voorhees Township, Stratford Borough, Woodlynne Borough

Cape May County: Avalon, Cape May City, Cape May County Vocational, Dennis Township, North Wildwood City, Ocean City, Sea Isle City, Stone Harbor, Upper Township, West Cape May, Wildwood City

Cumberland County: Bridgeton, Commercial Township, Cumberland Regional, Deerfield Township, Downe Township, Fairfield Township, Greenwich Township, Hopewell Township, Maurice River Township, Millville, Shiloh, Stow Creek Township, Upper Deerfield Township, Vineland City*

Essex County: Belleville, Bloomfield, Cedar Grove Township, City of Orange Township, East Orange,* Essex County Vocational, Fairfield Township, Glen Ridge, Irvington, Livingston, Marian P. Thomas Charter, Millburn, Montclair, Newark,* Newark Charter, North Star Academy Charter, Nutley, Robert Treat Academy Charter, Roseland, South Orange-Maplewood, Verona, West Orange* 

Gloucester County: Clearview Regional, Delsea Regional High School, Deptford Township, Elk Township, Gloucester County Vocational, Greenwich Township, Harrison Township, Kingsway Regional High School District, Mantua Township, Monroe Township, Pitman, Swedesboro-Woolwich, Washington Township,* West Deptford, Woodbury

Hudson County: Bayonne, East Newark, Guttenberg, Hudson County Vocational School District, Jersey City, Kearny, North Bergen,* Schomburg Charter, Union City, Weehawken, West New York 

Hunterdon County: Clinton, Delaware Valley Regional High School District, East Amwell, Flemington-Raritan Regional, High Bridge Borough, Holland Township, Hunterdon Central Regional, Kingwood Township, Lebanon Borough, Lebanon Township, North Hunterdon/Voorhees Regional, South Hunterdon Regional, Union Township 

Mercer County: East Windsor Regional, Emily Fisher Charter School of Advanced Studies, Ewing Township, Hamilton Township,* Lawrence Township, Trenton,* West Windsor-Plainsboro 

Middlesex County: Carteret, Cranbury, Dunellen, East Brunswick*, Edison, Highland Park, Jamesburg, Metuchen, Middlesex Borough, Milltown, New Brunswick, Old Bridge, Perth Amboy, Piscataway, South Amboy, South Brunswick,* South River, Spotswood, Woodbridge* 

Monmouth County: Atlantic Highlands, Asbury Park, Belmar, Deal Borough, Farmingdale Borough, Freehold Borough, Freehold Regional High School District, Hazlet Township, Henry Hudson Regional, Highlands Borough, Holmdel, Hope Academy Charter School, Howell Township, * Keyport, Little Silver, Long Branch, Manalapan-Englishtown, Marlboro, Matawan-Aberdeen Regional School District, Middletown Township,* Monmouth Beach, Monmouth Regional High School District, Neptune Township, Ocean Township, Oceanport Borough, Red Bank, Red Bank Regional High School, Rumson, Rumnson-Fair Haven Regional High School District, Sea Girt Borough, Shore Regional High School District, Shrewsbury Borough, Union Beach Borough Academy Charter, Wall Township, West Long Branch 

Morris County: Denville, Florham Park, Jefferson Township, Madison, Montville Township, Morris Hills Regional, Mount Olive Township, Mountain Lakes, Netcong, Parsippany-Troy Hills, Randolph Mine Hill Township, Riverdale, West Morris Regional 

Ocean County: Berkeley Township, Brick,* Central Regional, Eagleswood Township, Jackson, Lakehurst, Lakewood Township, Lavallette Borough, Little Egg Harbor Township, Manchester Township, Ocean Township, Pinelands Regional, Plumsted Township, Point Pleasant Beach, Point Pleasant Borough, Seaside Heights Borough, Seaside Park Borough, Southern Regional, Stafford Township, Toms River,* Tuckerton Borough

Passaic County: Bloomingdale, Classic Academy Charter School, Clifton, Haledon, Lakeland Regional High School District, Little Falls Township, Passaic,* Passaic County Manchester Regional, Passaic Valley Regional High School District #1, Paterson, Totowa, Prospect Park, Wanaque, Wayne,* West Milford Township, West Paterson

Salem County: Elmer Borough, Elsinboro Township, Pittsgrove Township

Salem County: Alloway Township, Penns Grove-Carneys Point, Pennsville Township, Quinton Township, Salem City, Woodstown-Pilesgrove Regional
Somerset County: Bedminster Township, Bernards Township, Bound Brook Borough, Branchburg Township, Bridgewater-Raritan,*  Franklin Township, Green Brook Township, Hillsborough,* Manville, North Plainfield Borough, Somerset Hills Regional, South Bound Brook Borough, Warren Township, Watchung Borough 

Sussex County: Andover Regional, Byram Township, Frankford Township, Franklin Borough, Fredon, Green Township, Hampton Township, High Point Regional, Lenape Valley Regional High School District, Newton, Sparta Township, Stanhope Borough, Stillwater Township, Sussex County Technical School 

Union County: Elizabeth, Linden, Plainfield,* Rahway, Summit City, Union Township, Westfield*

Warren County: Allamuchy Township, Alpha Borough, Bellvidere, Blairstown Township, Franklin Township, Frelinghuysen Township, Great Meadows Regional, Hackettstown, Hope Township, Lopatcong, Mansfield, Pohatcong Township, Warren County Vocational, Warren Hills Regional High School, Washington Borough 
The New Jersey Council on Developmental Disabilities

Education Task Force Presents

The Self-Assessment and Monitoring Process 

Enhancing Local Public School District Compliance with 

IDEA and other Special Education Laws

Fall 2004 Regional Seminars

Join us at one of these convenient locations:

Central - Saturday, October 2, 2004 - East Windsor Ramada

North - Saturday, October 23, 2004 - Hilton Newark Gateway 

South - Friday, November 12, 2004 - Vineland Wingate Inn

 Agenda

8:30 -   9:30 
Registration and Continental Breakfast

9:30 - 10:30
Welcome  

Plenary Session - Basic Principles of IDEA and Other Special Education Laws and the History and Status of Compliance

 


in New Jersey

10:45 - 12:15  
Morning Breakout Sessions:

Workshop A: Self Assessment: Part 1 of the Process - Learn the steps of your local school district's self-assessment process and how you can contribute to the district's self-improvement plan

Workshop B: Monitoring: Part 2 of the Process - Learn how to monitor your local school district's self-improvement plan and how you can ensure compliance with the plan and with special education laws

12:30 - 1:30
Luncheon

Presentation - Benefits of Inclusion  

1:45 - 3:15

Afternoon Breakout Sessions:

Workshop A: How to Start a Parents' Group - Learn how to start a local group of parents and families for support, advocacy and education

Workshop B: Monitoring: Part 2 of the Process - (Repeat presentation of morning workshop) Learn how to monitor your local school district's self-improvement plan and how you can ensure compliance with the plan and with special education laws

 Directions:

Saturday, October 2, 2004: 

East Windsor Ramada, 399 Monmouth Street, (off Route 33) East Windsor, NJ 08520

(609) 448-7000

From the NJ Turnpike: - North or South
Take Exit 8, bear right after the toll towards Freehold/Twin Rivers (Rt. 33 East). Immediately get into left lane and make left turn at first traffic light onto Woodside Avenue; hotel is straight ahead.

From Princeton, Rt. 1 & Vicinity (via Rt. 571 E)
From Route 1, take Rt. 571 East (Princeton- Hightstown Road) into Hightstown. Turn left at light at end of 571. Follow straight through next light, then make the first right turn onto Monmouth Street. Hotel is about 1 mile ahead on the left.

From Freehold/Points East (via Rt 33 W):

From Rt. 9, the Garden State Parkway, or Rt. 537, pick up Rt. 33 West, follow into East Windsor/Twin Rivers. Make right turn onto Woodside Avenue, hotel is straight ahead.

From North Brunswick Area (Via Rt. 130 South):
Take Rt. 130 South to Hightstown Circle. Turn left at sign for Hightstown and Shore Points. Follow for about 1 mile, then turn left onto Monmouth Street (Rt. 638). Hotel is about 1 mile ahead on the left.

From Bordentown Area (Via Rt. 130 North):

Take Rt. 130 North to Rt. 33 East into Hightstown. Pass through 2 lights. After 2nd light, make the first right turn onto Monmouth Street. Hotel is about 1 mile ahead on the left.

Saturday, October 23, 2004

Newark Gateway Hilton, Gateway Center Raymond Boulevard, Newark, NJ  07102

(973) 622-5000

From Route 280 East/West. Exit 15. Follow the ramp onto Route 21 South (McCarter Highway). Travel 10 traffic lights and make a left onto Raymond Boulevard. You will see the Hotel directly in front of you to the right. Bear right when making turn onto Raymond Boulevard. You will then see a sign that reads "Hilton Entrance," make a right at that sign and the Hotel entrance will be on your right along with the Edison Parking Garage. 

From the New Jersey Turnpike (95 North or South) Exit 15E. After paying tolls, follow the signs for Newark (Raymond Boulevard). Follow Raymond Boulevard Directions below. 

From Raymond Boulevard. You will travel approximately 2 miles and there will be a Gulf Gas Station on your left (there will also be a Merit Gas Station ahead on the right) Continue past the Gulf Station and pass the Jefferson Street exit. Take the next exit onto Market Street. Go through three traffic lights and make a right turn onto Raymond Plaza West. The Pennsylvania Train station will be on your right and the Hotel Parking Garage will be on your left; parking at the hotel costs $20 for the day; other nearby lots may cost less;  buses and trains also available to site. 

Friday, November 12, 2004

Vineland Wingate Inn 2196 W. Landis Avenue (Routes 55 (Exit 32A) and 56), Vineland, NJ, 08360 
(856) 690-9900 

From the New Jersey Turnpike (and 295 South) Take NJ Turnpike to Exit 4, bear right after toll (Philadelphia/Camden sign) Take Route 73 North for 0.5 miles to 295 South; Stay on 295 South approximately 9.5 miles to 42 South; Take 42 South approximately 2 miles to 55 South.  Stay on 55 South approximately 27 miles to Exit 32A.  Follow exit ramp onto Landis Avenue, Hotel is on the Left. 

From Garden State Parkway Take Exit 44 and take 575 South to Route 40 West.  Follow Route 40 West past Route 50 and Route 552 (traffic lights at both intersections) Proceed 7 miles to next light and turn left, Sign says Cedar Road and 540.  Go straight through next light, you will be on Landis Avenue.  Go 10 miles on Landis Avenue through the City of Vineland, Hotel is on your right at the junction of Landis Avenue and Route 55, one mile past Route 47 (Delsea Drive)

From Atlantic City Expressway Take Exit 12 (Mayslanding/Route 40 West) Proceed as above from 40 West

From Cape May and Wildwood Take Route 47 North to 55 North to Exit 32A, Follow exit ramp onto Landis Avenue, Hotel is on the Left. 

The Self-Assessment and Monitoring Process 

 Fall 2004 Regional Seminars

 There is no cost for this seminar.  

Continental Breakfast and Lunch are included. 

Space Is Limited - Prior Registration Required

Name: 
_________________________________________

Organization (if any) ________________________________

Address:
_________________________________________



_________________________________________

Daytime Telephone: _________________  Email:____________________________

Educator ___

Administrator ___

Student ___

Advocate ___

Parent ____


Other (Please specify):  










_____________________

Select a Seminar Date and Location:

_____
 Central - Saturday, October 2, 2004 - East Windsor Ramada

_____  North - Saturday, October 23, 2004 - Hilton Newark Gateway 

_____  South - Friday, November 12, 2004 - Vineland Wingate Inn

Select One AM and One PM Workshop:  

___AM A Self Assessment


___ PM A Starting a Parents' Group

___AM B Monitoring



___ PM B Monitoring
· PLEASE CHECK HERE IF YOU HAVE A DISABILITY AND WISH TO MAKE ARRANGEMENTS FOR ALTERNATE FORMAT MATERIALS OR OTHER ACCOMMODATIONS ____

· Please check here if you would like to make arrangements for Spanish language translation during the program. ____

WE MAY BE UNABLE TO MEET REQUESTS FOR ACCOMMODATIONS OR TRANSLATION THAT ARE RECEIVED LESS THAN 2 WEEKS BEFORE THE SEMINAR DATE - SO PLEASE REGISTER AND PLACE REQUESTS EARLY!

PLEASE FAX REGISTRATION TO:

609-292-7114 

Attn: Sue Gottesman

OR MAIL TO:

NEW JERSEY COUNCIL ON DEVELOMENTAL DISABILITIES

P.O. BOX 700

TRENTON, NJ 08625-0700

Attn: Sue Gottesman
For further information contact

Sue Gottesman @ 609-292-3325 or sue.gottesman@njddc.org
